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Deborah Margolin

106 Woodland Road

Montvale, NJ 07645-1332

(201) 782-0903   (551) 427-0926
deborah.margolin@yale.edu
Education
May 1975
Bachelor of Arts, cum laude, New York University, Honors in English

Academic Career

Yale University, Theater and Performance Studies Program

July 2018-present 
Professor in the Practice
July 2016-July 2018
Professor (adj.)

July 2006-July 2016
Associate Professor (adj.)
July 2004-July 2006
Assistant Professor (adj.)
1998–June 2004
 
Part-Time Lecturer in Playwriting and Performance
New York University, Tisch School of the Arts

1994-June 2003

Instructor, Graduate Department of Performance Studies




Instructor, Department of Undergraduate Drama




Instructor, Gallatin School of Independent Study
Visiting Lecturer

1995-present

Bates College, University of Southern California, Amherst College, Smith College, Rutgers
University, Johnson State College, Emerson College, Wells College, University of Pennsylvania,
University of Texas/Austin, Vassar College, Kean University, UMass Amherst, Sarah Lawrence,
Swarthmore College, Washington and Lee University, University of South Florida, Marlboro
College, Carnegie Mellon University, University of Southern California, University of South
Florida, University of Evora, Portugal
Courses 
Yale University, Theater and Performance Studies Program

1998-present

Structures of Comic Performance, Performing Design, Moving Text, Introduction to Performance

Concepts, Production Seminar in Playwriting, Advanced Production Seminar in Playwriting, The Actor and the Text: Hamlet, The Actor and the Text: Macbeth, Downtown Performance of the ‘80’s and 90’s, Early Feminist Theater, Production Seminar in Advanced Acting and Scene Study, Solo Performance, The Actor and the Text: Electra Speaks, Production Seminar: Moving Texts, Structures in Comic Performance, Performing Design, Devised Theater, The Performance Play 

New York University, Tisch School of the Arts

1994-present 

Performance Composition, Performance Art Practicum, Elements of Performance, Playwright’s

Horizons: Creating Original Work

Residencies & Fellowships
2022

Flynn Theater, Burlington, VT, Artist in Residence

2020

SPACE on Ryder Farm, Playwriting Residency

2019

MacDowell Artist Fellowship

2019 


Fellow, Keen Theater Playwrights Lab
2018

Southern Florida University



University of Southern California, Visions and Voices Distinguished Artist

SPACE on Ryder Farm, Playwriting Residency

2016

Kimmel Center for the Performing Arts, Collaborative Jazz Residency with Jawanza Kobie


Carnegie Mellon: Drama Queens!, March 
2015

University of South Florida, Visiting Artist



New Jersey Women Playwrights Program, Playwright Fellow 
2014

Penn State University, Distinguished Writer Residency

2013-2014

Kimmel Center for the Performing Arts, Dael Orlandersmith Writing Residency

2012

Swarthmore College, Resident Artist
Marlboro College, Directing and Writing Residency

2011


Swarthmore College, External Examinator, Thesis Projects in Theater
2008-2009

New Dramatists, Resident Playwright 

2003

Kitchen Theatre Company, Writer in Residence and Acting
2002

Stonington Opera House, Writer’s Workshop and Performance Residency 


Middle Tennessee State University, Performance/Self-Scripting Workshop and Artist’s Residency 
2000


UT Austin, Performance/Workshop Residency-in collaboration with Rude Mechanicals Theater 



New York University Department of Undergraduate Drama, Artist in Residence 



Audrey Skirball-Kennis Theater Lab, Writing Workshop/Artist’s Residency 

1999


Southern Methodist University, Performance Residency and Self-Scripting for Performance
Workshop 



Vassar College, Self-Scripting/Performance Workshop Artist Residency



Tulane University, Invited Mellon Professor, Dept. of Theater and Dance  
1997


Middle Tennessee State University, Artist in Residence and Director in Residence



Tulane University, Zale Writer-in-Residence 
1993


University of Hawaii, Oahu, Full semester teaching/writing residency
1990-91


New York Foundation for the Arts Performance Fellow 
1989


Hampshire College, Full semester teaching/playwriting residency
Arts Practicums & Workshops
New York University, Interact Theater

1989-Present

Independent Workshops in Creative Writing, Self-Scripting for Performance, Creative Writing for

Any Reason at All, Text Editing for Performance, Independent Study: Individualized Private Writing, Scripting the Body: The Word Made Flesh, Instruction and Dramaturgy, Private Instruction in Playwriting
University of Pennsylvania

2003 & 1999

Elements of Performance
Yale University Graduate Alliance 

2001-2002

Theater for Lawyers and Neurologists!

Directing
2018


HAMLET? Senior Thesis in Performance Composition, Annie Saenger
2017


The Tragedy of Macbeth
2012


Hamlet, Yale University

2010


Critical Mass, Yale University

2008


Electra Speaks, with Sondra Segal, Yale University

2002


Jew Pain: S(l)ideshow of a Life in Progress

2001


Devil Music, written and performed by Kristin Garrison

1997


A Journey to Walk
Critical Mass
1995


Spooky World


1994


Out Comes Butch



Double Awareness Double Awareness
1992


Women & Children First
1990


Three Stories High
1990


Dora Ohrenstein for Phillip Glass

Plays & Performance Pieces
2021


That Old Perplexity
KEEN Theater Company Commission, Theater Row, NYC
2021


this is not a time of peace


2020


Inalienable Rights

Burning Coal Theater Company; honoring centenary of 19th Amendment
2020


Just Give Me One Half Hour with My Mother

Kimmel Center for Performing Arts
2019 


Imagining Madoff
59e59, NYC; NY Premiere

2011

Theater J, Washington DC; Mainstage Premiere

2009

New Dramatists, Washington and Lee University; Readings

2018


Love’s Executioner

Writers Theater of New Jersey

2017


Bird Stories

Kimmel Center for the Performing Arts; collaboration with composer/ pianist Jawanza Kobie
2016


BRAINWORKS

PBS St. Louis; writer
2016


8 STOPS

Unexpected Stages Company, Roundhouse Theater, Washington DC

2015

Cherry Lane Theater, NYC

ATHE, Montreal, Canada; Keynote Performance

2014

Kimmel Center for Performing Arts

2016


Drama Queens

Carnegie Mellon University Feminist Performance convocation
2015


What Difference Does It Make?

Drew University, New Dramatists
2013


Turquoise

2012


Obskene

HERE Theater, Collaboration with Talking Band

2012


Good Morning Anita Hill
All For One Theater Festival, NY
KO Theater Festival, Amherst

2010


Penn State University, Cultural Conversations

All for One Theater Festival
2011


Time is the Mercy of Eternity
Philadelphia Arts Festival

2008 

West Side Theater, NYC

2006 

Britebar, NY
2010


The Expenses of Rain
59E59 Theater
2009


Seven Palestinian Children: a play for the other; Internationally presented
2009 

This Is What I Wanted
Stageworks Hudson
2007

O Yes I Will
Dixon Place, NYC
2006

Middle Tennessee State University; Solo commission
2006

Clarisse and Larmon
Ohio Theater, NYC

Actors Theatre of Louisville, Humana Festival
2005


Index to Idioms
Culture Project, New York City; Full production
2004 

Puffin Foundation, Teaneck, NJ

2003 

Bring in the Spring Festival, Kitchen Theater, Ithaca, NY
2005

The Rich Silk Of It
Women’s Work Festival, Women’s Project, NYC; Staged reading
2004


Three Seconds in the Key
Baruch Performing Arts Center, NYC, 

2002

Public Theater, NY; Staged reading

2001

Performance Space 122, NY; original full-length production
2002


Why Cleaning Fails
HERE Theater, NY
2002

Rock, Scissors, Paper
Actor’s Theatre of Louisville, Humana Festival
2000

I Call for the Fireman and the Arsonist Comes
Joe’s Pub, play by Madeleine Olnek 
1998-1999

Bringing the Fishermen Home
New Work Now! Festival, Public Theater, NY: Full-length
Dixon Place, NY 
Cleveland Public Theater
1997


Critical Mass
Performance Space 122, NY; Full-length original production
1996


O Wholly Night & Other Jewish Solecisms
Jewish Museum of NY; Too Jewish?  Festival of Film, Art and Performance
1996


Bearing Witnesses
1995


Carthieves! Joyrides!
1994


Of Mice, Bugs and Women
1993


The Breaks (w/Rae C. Wright)

1992


Lesbians Who Kill
1991


Gestation

1990


970-DEBB
1990


You Don't Even Know Where the Strike Zone Is
1989


Of All The Nerve
1989


What's With Hamlet?
1988


In A Vacuum
1986


Coupla Weirdos 
1982


The God Show

Founding Member, Resident Playwright: Split Britches Theater Company
1992


Valley of the Dolls House, University of Hawaii

1990


Lesbians Who Kill

1989


Honey, I’m Home: The Alcestis Story; Hampshire College

1988


Little Women: The Tragedy
1984


Upwardly Mobile Home
1981


Beauty and the Beast

1980


Split Britches
All plays created by Split Britches have toured the United States and Europe extensively and involved Master Classes in Writing and Performance

Professional Activities
Boards of Advisors & Committees
2011-present

ALL FOR ONE Solo Performance Festival, NY

2003-Present

Notes in Motion Dance Theater Company

2015


Nora’s Playhouse

2014


Less Than Rent Theater Company

2005 


Honorary Committee, The Harbor Conservatory for the Performing Arts, New York, NY

1992-1996

Board of Governors, New York Foundation for the Arts
Featured Performer/Artist
2010


Good for the Jews? Conference, Princeton University

2009


Sundance Film Festival – lead actor, Countertransference, dir. Madeleine Olnek

2009


Tenth National Symposium of Theater in Academe: Theater and Performance in Times of Crisis

and Violence, Washington and Lee University

2004
American Philosophical Society, First German-American Frontiers of Humanities Symposium, Philadelphia, PA

2003


Performer and Panelist: Why We Write: The Politics and History of Writing for Social Change,

Columbia University




Women in Theater pre-conference, American Theater in Higher Education (ATHE), NY

2002


Modern Language Association

1996


Artaud Retrospective, Drawing Center, New York

1996 & 1994

ATHE Conference
1988


Harper’s Magazine, Letter N
Panelist & Speaker
2021

Cornell University Feminist Theater

2011

ATHE Conference, Chicago

2009


ATHE Issues in Feminist Theater: Jill Dolan

2005


Keynote Commencement Speaker, Wyncote Academy, Wyncote, PA



Lecturer, First Tuesdays, Heights Alumni Association, New York University

2004

Respondent and Panelist, Women in Theater pre-conference, ATHE, Canada
2002


Philadelphia Council on the Arts 

1999-2000

New York State Council on the Arts 

1990


Keynote Commencement Speaker: Hampshire College

Other

2018
Production Dramaturg: Wild Nights with Emily; feature film by Madeleine Olnek, Independent Spirit Award nomination

2008


Member, Dramatists Guild

Honors & Recognition
2022


Tooth of Time Distinguished Career Award – Adams Reisch Foundation

2019


Honorary Doctor of Letters – Union College

2015


Joe A. Callaway Award, New Dramatists




Top Ten Jewish Plays, Turquoise, Jewish Plays Project

2014


Tanne Foundation Award: Artistic Excellence




Nomination: Outstanding Production, Eliot Norton Awards, Boston: Imagining Madoff

2013


New Jersey State Council on the Arts Playwriting Fellow and Grant Recipient

2012


Nomination: Helen Hayes/Charles MacArthur Award for Outstanding New Play: Imagining
Madoff




Edwin Booth Award, Split Britches

2008


Helen Merrill Distinguished Playwright Award

2006


Fulbright Senior Specialist Grant, University of Tel Aviv, Israel

2005


Joseph Kesselring Playwriting Prize: Three Seconds in the Key



Richard H. Brodhead ’68 Prize for Teaching Excellence, Yale University

2004


Outstanding Teacher of Playwriting Award, Playwriting Focus Group, American Theater in

Higher Education




NEA grant for Three Seconds in the Key, Baruch Performing Arts Center

2004


Runner-Up, Jane Chambers Playwriting Award, Index to Idioms

1999-2000

OBIE Award: Sustained Excellence of Performance



LAMDA Literary Award Nominee and Finalist: Of All the Nerve: Deb Margolin SOLO

1997


LAMDA Literary Award for Theater: Split Britches: Lesbian Practice, Feminist Performance, ed.
Sue Ellen Case

1994

Honorable Mention, Jane Chambers Playwriting Award, The Breaks, w/ Rae C. Wright

1994


Joyce Mertz Gilmore Commission Grant: Of Mice, Bugs, and Women
1986


OBIE Award: Split Britches Company

1985


Franklin Furnace Artist Grant

1982


Villager Award for Excellence in Theater

1975


New York University Honors Scholar
Publications & Anthologies
2022


On Silence, Playwrights Horizons Literary Magazine ALMANAC
2020


Honey I’m Home: The Alcestis Story, Anthol. Greek Drama for Social Justice, ed. Melinda Powers

2016


Theatre, Performance and Cognition: Languages, Bodies and Ecologies ed. Rhonda
Blair, Amy Cook; Nerve Cell
2015


Memories of the Revolution: the first ten years of the WOW Café Theater – (At Some Point in
your Life you must have Wondered: Yo! What’s with) Hamlet




Where That Ache for Speech Resides, Howlround article
2014


Eviction of the Alte Moid: memoir, The Jewish Daughter Diaries, ed. Rachel Ament, sourcebooks




Basketball and Desire, The Drama Review, Winter, 2014, ed. Jill Dolan/Stacy Wolf
2013


A Practitioner Reflects on An Actress Prepares: Women and “The Method”; Theatre Survey,
Volume 54 issue 3 September 2013

2011
I Love My Country – Aaron Sorkin, Elie Wiesel and the First Amendment – The Drama Review Fall, 2011

2008
Index to Idioms, O Yes I Will (I will remember the spirit and texture of this conversation), Letter to a Young Critic, To Speak is To Suffer and Vice Versa, The Drama Review, volume 53 #2, Fall 

2007


Humana Festival 2007 The Complete Plays: Clarisse and Larmon




Time is the Mercy of Eternity: A Meditation in Four Acts, Samuel French




Radical Acts, interview, Aunt Lute Books

2005


Three Seconds in the Key, Playscripts 

2003


A Performer’s Notes on Parody, Theatre Topics, Volume 13 No. 2


Understanding Plays; ed. Millie Barranger, Allyn & Bacon Secaucus monologue from Of Mice, Bugs and Women; personal interview

2002


Humana Festival 2002.  The Complete Plays: Rock, Scissors, Paper, Smith and Kraus, New Hampshire

2000
Method Acting Reconsidered, ed. David Krasner, St. Martin’s Press; chapter entitled MINING MY OWN BUSINESS: Pathways between Text and Self




Full Frontal Fiction, ed., Field Murnighan, Three Rivers Press; short story: Alfie and Joe 


Sex Appeal: The Art of Allure in Graphic and Advertising Design, ed. Stephen Heller, Allworth Press; essay: Handling the Curves: the Erotics of Type.




Featured Columnist: Views and Reviews; staff writer, nerve magazine

1999
Extreme Exposure:  An Anthology of Contemporary Performance Texts from the 20th Century, Ed. Jo Bonney, TCG; performance monologue: Bill Me Later

Of All The Nerve: Deb Margolin SOLO, Ed. and with commentaries by Lynda Hart, Cassell/Continuum Press; Anthology of 7 plays and performance pieces




Count the I’s, or The Autobiographical Nature of Everything, #16, Women and Performance

1998
The Ends of Performance, Ed. Peggy Phelan, New York University Press; excerpts from Of Mice, Bugs and Women

1997


Out of Character, Ed. Mark Russell, Bantam; excerpt, Of All the Nerve




A Perfect Theater for One: Teaching Performance Composition; The Drama Review, vol. 41 #2

1996 


Bearing Witnesses, Women and Performance Journal




More Monologues for Women, Ed. Tori Haring-Smith Heinemann; excerpts from The Breaks

Split Britches:  Lesbian Practice, Feminist Performance, Ed. Sue Ellen Case, Routledge; complete works of Split Britches Company

1993


Hampshire College Commencement Address, Women & Performance, vol. 6, no. 1

1988


Letter N, performance monologue, Harper’s Magazine


